Findings of Community Livelihoods Survey
September, 2011
This is the report of a survey developed by Angela Hadjipateras, one of the Founders of Zalala Beach Lodge. She undertook this research as part of her postgraduate studies at Leeds Metropolitan University, which is the seat of the International Centre for Responsible Tourism (ICRT).  For more information about ICRT, see http://www.icrtourism.org/index.shtml
The Vision of the Founders

A key motivation for the founders of Zalala Beach Lodge was to help improve the lives of local communities through bringing jobs and creating opportunities for trade in local produce, such as fish and dairy products, local crafts and so on. In this way, we can achieve a Win-Win situation: Tourists gain from experiencing the beauty of the unspoilt beach and the cultural riches of the area, while local people also see improvements in their living standards.
Why we undertook the Survey
While we believe that Tourism will bring lots of benefits to local people, we want to get some hard evidence to prove to ourselves and others that this is the case. So, we decided to carry out a survey to find out about how most households in the local villages live: what are their financial resources (earnings from selling goods of various kinds); their material resources (these include things like fishing gear, bicycles, and other assets); natural resources (such as land, trees, plants, etc) and human resources (access to training, manpower, etc). After the Lodge has been operating for a period of a year or more, we will repeat the survey. Then, we can compare to see if things have improved or not.

Another reason for undertaking the survey was to find out from people what they were hoping to get from tourism and, equally importantly, what they might be worried about. This information will guide us and help to avoid situations, which could make things worse, not better for local people. 
About the Local Communities
The Lodge, is close to 2 community settlements - Supinho and Idugo.  Supinho has a population of between 5,500-6,000 people. Many people living there today are fisherfolk who moved from areas further up the coast (mainly Pebane and Bajone) to Zalala, where fish is more plentiful. Idugo is a small inland island, which is more cut off and isolated, resulting in higher levels of poverty compared to Supinho. Idugo  has salt mines, but some people migrate to Supinho during the fishing season. 

 How the survey was carried out
In each location, 30 households were interviewed using a random sampling method where one in every 10 houses was approached. In each household, where present, the household head was interviewed and was usually accompanied by another adult. In most cases, the persons interviewed were the male household head and his wife.

The questionnaire was designed by Angela Hadjipateras and the interviews were carried out by Judite António F. Joaquim, an experienced community worker, who has been working in Supinho for several years as part of a Community Credit and Savings Project, funded by a national NGO called Kulima. She was supported by another community worker called Vasco Henriques Paulino.

Survey Findings

Below, the main findings of the survey are presented in graphic form. 
Key Characteristics: sex breakdown, ethnicity, religion, educational level
As shown in the Table below, the large majority of household heads (88.3%) interviewed were male.
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The protracted Civil War in Mozambique, which followed Independence in 1975, led to considerable disruption and mixing of peoples of different native origin. The questionnaire included a question on native origin in order to ascertain whether groups of different native origins and religion were represented in the sample. These are shown in Tables 2 and 3 below. The survey looked only at the three main adults in the household. 

As shown in Table 2, most adults originate from Pebane (a major fishing area further up the Coast of Zambezia), Idugo or other parts, mostly within the same province. 
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Table 2: Native Origin of Adults in Household
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And, as shown in Table 3, the majority are Muslim, followed by Christians and a small number, who refer to their religion as ‘native’ or have no religion. In most cases, only the religion of the two main adults in the household was given.
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The questionnaire included questions about the level of schooling of household members. Table 4 presents the results relating to the educational level of the household heads and Table 4 compares educational levels of first and second adults, which in the majority of cases are the male household head and wife or partner. As shown in the two tables, the majority of adults in the area have only primary level education and a relatively high proportion, especially of women, have had no education at all. 
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Table 5
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As can be seen from Table 6 above, most households have between 2-4 dependants in the household. For the most part, their dependants were children and young people and included sons, daughters, nieces, nephews, grandchildren and in some cases children orphaned, often by HIV/AIDS or other illnesses suffered by their natural parents.

Principal occupations 

Respondents were asked to state their main occupation and daily activities. Table 7 below shows the two main activities reported by respondents. As shown, the most common activity reported by all respondents was farming, but in most cases, this constituted a secondary activity. The most common principal activity was fishing and other fishing-related activities, such as selling fish.
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As shown in Table 8 below, there are differences between Supinho and Idugo: in Supinho, the main activity is linked to fishing, whereas in Idugo, the two main activities are farming and activities linked to the salt mine in the area. Practically noone in either community has a job with a salary. 
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Main sources of Livelihoods

a) Financial Sources of Income: As seen Table 9 below, the main source of income for all households is from selling of goods – either farm produce, fish, salt or other goods. Although only a few people earn a salary, salaries, where available constitute an important source of overall financial resources for the household. Over one third of respondents (34%) cited the sale of farm produce as their main source of household income. Second in importance as a source of income is linked to the fishing activities.
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Table 10 below compares the financial resources of people in Idugo and Supinho. As shown in the table, fishing is the main source of income from Supinho and was cited by 44% of the respondents from Supinho, whilst income from selling farm produce is the most important source of income for households in Idugo (cited by 42%), followed by the sale of salt (cited by 27%)
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b) Physical or Material Resources

Next, respondents were asked about the physical resources owned. As shown in Table 11 below, by far the largest number of respondents in both communities did not report any physical resources. In Supinho, the physical resources owned by most people is a fishing net, followed by a canoe, a bicycle, a launch and a motorbike. In the case of Idugo, the most common physical resource is a bicycle, followed by a canoe and a net. No respondents from Idugo owned either a motorbike or a launch.
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As shown in Table 12 below, almost all respondents reported that they have a field (‘machamba’) which is used for growing food for own consumption and/or for selling. Besides a field, about one third reported that they have either trees and/or plants. Just one person in the sample had livestock.
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As seen in Table 13 below, there appears to be little difference between the two communities except that more people in Idugo have trees and more people in Supinho have plants.
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In the case of human resources, the majority did not report any. About one third reported none. A total of 13 (27%) said they use additional hired labour on occasion and just 6 of all respondents have had access to some form of training.
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Comparing Idugo and Supinho, it would appear, based on the number in the sample, that those in Supinho have greater access to training opportunities, while those in Idugo use labour more so that people in Supinho.
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We also wanted to find out what are the major expenses for households in these communities. Each respondent was asked to list the major expenditures for the household as a whole in order of priority. Table 15 below presents the top three priorities mentioned by all respondents in the sample. As can be seen, the top priority was food, followed by school, medical expenses, household goods. While clothes came bottom in the list of highest expenses, they came top in the list of second biggest expenses.
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Table 15: Expenses reported
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Problems, hopes and expectations

A few additional questions were included in the survey in order to get respondents’ perspectives on the major problems affecting them, as well as their hopes and expectations linked to the advent of tourism to their area. As shown in Table 16 below, a major concern for all respondents is the lack of medical facilities. Other problems highlighted include lack of work, lack of water, poor school facilities, the problems with the road, lack of drinking water and a lack of a market for buying and selling goods.
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Finally, respondents were asked if they had heard of ZBLS. 48 out of 57 respondents said they had. Other problems mentioned included; high incidence os epicdemics, high level of superstition, lack of electricity, lack of access to credit, no mosque, no place for recreation, no police or security, no adult education provision.
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As shown in Table 17 above, the main hopes were that ZBLS would bring jobs and employment to the area. In addition, many expressed hopes for other kinds of support, such as better schools, medical facilities, road and access to drinking water. Access to trading opportunities, both directly and indirectly linked to tourism were also frequently mentioned. Many expressed the hope that ZBLS would lobby government on their behalf for improved services. Several small business owners, such as fish traders, bakers, artisans and so on, wanted access to credit and finance and other forms of assistance to help grow their business. 

Concluding Comments

The survey reveals that most households are living at subsistence level. There is a strong desire for waged employment, but very limited opportunities. The very low level of education and training, particularly among women, constitutes one of the  major obstacles. Those we spoke to in both communities, expressed a strong desire for employment  and also for opportunities to do trade with Zalala Beach Lodge. Both communities lack basic services and facilities: the schools are very poorly equipped, the health centres lack even the most basic medicines, many people do not have access to clean, drinking water, access to basic food supplies is very limited, the road is a problem…the needs are great. We cannot stop here. Now, we have unearthed the problems, we owe it to people to try to address some of them.
It should be noted that we have also conducted interviews with individuals and small groups of people to provide us with additional insights into their lives. We are planning to put this information together and will produce another report in the near future.

Thanks for taking the time to read this report. If you have any comments or questions about the information in this report, please contact me: angelahadj@yahoo.co.uk
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Table 4: Educational Level of Household Heads







7







1







8







5







12







6







7







3







11







No education







Level 1







Level 2







Level 3







Level 4







Level 5







Level 6







Level 7 or above







Not stated












_1381485790.doc


Table 8: Principal Activity by Group
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Table 5 Educational Level Adult 1 and Adult 2
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Table 3: Religion of Adults in Household
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Table 2: Native Origin of Adults in Household
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